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The failure to invest wisely in sound poli-
cies to promote economic growth is particu-
larly problematic in light of the growing
competition U.S. workers and firms face as
the people of China, India, and other nations
rapidly enter the global economy. Signifi-
cant new intellectual work is needed to iden-
tify evidence- and experience-based policies
to promote individual opportunity and
strengthen America’s economy.

The Project will therefore reach across the
country to encourage many of the nation’s
leading thinkers to put forward new pro-
posals and will help bring those ideas to bear
on policy debates in a relevant and effective
way.

Economic evidence and experience suggest
three principles on which the Project’s eco-
nomic strategy is premised:

Broad-based economic growth is stronger
and more sustainable: Broad-based growth
will be stronger and more sustainable than
growth accruing disproportionately to a
small segment of the population. When pub-
lic policy excessively favors relatively few,
the economy misses out on opportunities for
innovation and productivity by the many.

Economic security and economic growth
can be mutually reinforcing: Not only does
economic growth increase economic secu-
rity, but economic security in turn can in-
crease economic growth—by enabling people
to take the risks that promote growth (such
as starting a new business or investing in
their own education), by getting families
back on their feet quickly after unexpected
shocks, and by lessening calls for growth-di-
minishing policies like closing our markets
to competition.

Effective government can enhance eco-
nomic growth: Markets are the cornerstone
of economic growth, but government must
invest in critical needs that market forces
will not adequately meet—such as education,
infrastructure, and basic research. Govern-
ment must rigorously seek efficiency, in-
creased productivity, and internal reform so
that it can most effectively target its poli-
cies to provide necessary services.

To achieve the goal of strong, sustainable,
and broad-based economic growth, the
Project will identify and advance sound pol-
icy ideas that rest upon four pillars:

Education and work: The productive power
of the U.S. economy lies heavily with its
people. The Project will explore ways to im-
prove education—from prekindergarten
through graduate school—to equip America’s
youth to succeed in the knowledge-based
economy; reform the nation’s job training
and vocational education system; and in-
crease work incentives for low-skilled work-
ers.

Innovation and infrastructure: Innovation
fuels growth, creates jobs, and expands eco-
nomic opportunity. With global economic ac-
tivity becoming increasingly dependent on
technology, the Project will propose ways of
making more workers literate in science and
engineering; adopting smarter incentives for
private firms to undertake R&D and remov-
ing barriers to private-sector innovation; in-
creasing the federal commitment to funda-
mental scientific research; achieving energy
independence; and improving our nation’s
physical infrastructure.

Savings and insurance: The more security
that people can achieve in their personal fi-
nances—through both savings and social in-
surance—the more confidence they can place
in the future, making them more likely to
seize opportunities and bounce back from ad-
verse events. The Project will be examining
topics such as shoring up health-care cov-
erage and reducing health-care costs; cush-
ioning the economic shocks of job disloca-
tion; and increasing retirement security—all
in an effort to provide people with the eco-
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nomic security they need to be entrepre-
neurial and invest in their own skills.

Effective government: Government has a
limited but essential role in creating the
conditions for growth in which all Americans
can share. The Project will propose ways to
increase government productivity and effi-
ciency; realign government’s activities in re-
sponse to changing circumstances; reform
government regulation so that it efficiently
guides private firms when necessary without
unduly hampering them; and take measures
to make the Project’s proposals budget-neu-
tral.

———

FREE INTERNET FILING ACT

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I con-
tinue to advocate for the ability of tax-
payers to file their taxes directly
through the Internal Revenue Service
Web site without depending on com-
mercial tax preparers. If a taxpayer has
taken the time to fill out their taxes
on their own, they should be provided
with the opportunity to file electroni-
cally through the IRS Web site without
exposing their personal financial infor-
mation to a tax preparer or be sub-
jected to solicitations for other serv-
ices or tax products. A bill that I intro-
duced with my friend from New Mex-
ico, Senator BINGAMAN, S. 2550, the
Free Internet Filing Act, requires that
taxpayers be provided with the option
to directly e-file via the IRS Web site
without using commercial tax pre-
parers. I will continue to work with my
colleagues to enact this needed legisla-
tion. Electronic returns help taxpayers
receive their refunds faster than mail-
ing them in. This would also save the
IRS resources and reduce possible er-
rors that can occur when the mailed-in
returns are transcribed.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that an additional letter of sup-
port for S. 2550 from the National Con-
sumer Law Center, Consumer Federa-
tion of America, Consumers Union,
U.S. Public Interest Research Group,
and Consumer Action be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

APRIL 21, 2006.
Hon. DANIEL K. AKAKA,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR AKAKA: The National Con-
sumer Law Center (on behalf of its low-in-
come clients), Consumer Federation of
America, Consumers Union, the U.S. Public
Interest Research Group and Consumer Ac-
tion write to support S. 25650, the ‘‘Free Inter-
net Filing Act.” Consumer groups have long
advocated for what S. 2550 would provide—
the ability of taxpayers to electronically file
their returns without the need for a third
party intermediary.

Enabling taxpayers to file electronically
directly with the Internal Revenue Service
will benefit taxpayers tremendously. It will
save taxpayers the fees charged by some
commercial preparers for electronic filing.
Unlike the current Free File program estab-
lished by the IRS, S. 2550 will provide tax-
payers with free electronic filing without
being subject to cross-marketing pitches for
refund anticipation loans, mortgages and
other financial products which may not be in
their best interests.
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S. 2550 will also help taxpayers to keep
their information private. By allowing free
direct electronic filing with the IRS, tax-
payers will have the ability to bypass com-
mercial preparers that might exploit or
share their personal, confidential tax infor-
mation for non-tax purposes.

We believe the IRS should have been re-
quired a long time ago to establish free di-
rect electronic filing. For many years, Amer-
icans have been able to apply for federal stu-
dent financial aid on www.fafsa.ed.gov and
Social Security retirement benefits at
www.ssa.gov. A free direct electronic filing
program at www.irs.gov is long overdue.

If you have any questions about this letter,
please contact Chi Chi Wu. Thank you again
for all your efforts to protect taxpayer

rights.
Sincerely,
CHI CHI WU,
Staff Attorney, Na-
tional Consumer

Law Center.
JEAN ANN FOX,
Director of Consumer

Protection, Con-
sumer Federation of
America.

EDMUND MIERZWINSKI,
Consumer Program Di-

rector, U.S. Public
Interest Research
Group.

SUSANNA MONTEZEMOLO,
Policy Analyst, Con-
sumers Union.
LINDA SHERRY,
Director, National Pri-
orities, Consumer
Action.

———

REMEMBERING J.A. TIBERTI

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I pay
tribute to a great Nevadan whose pass-
ing has saddened me and countless oth-
ers in my State. I hope my colleagues
will join me in offering their thoughts

and prayers to the family of J.A.
Tiberti.
Mr. Tiberti died yesterday. He had

called Nevada home since 1941.

I'm very proud to say J.A. Tiberti
was my friend. But he was more than
that. J.A. Tiberti was nothing less than
a deep personal inspiration. He em-
bodied a bold, energetic, upbeat entre-
preneurial spirit. The type of spirit
that built Nevada, the West, and this
country. The type of spirit that in-
spires and energizes brave thinkers and
dreamers throughout America, and has
done so since our Nation was formed.

Mr. Tiberti leaves behind not only
one of the most proud and prominent
families in Nevada but also a legacy of
vision and dreams for his community
that will last, literally, for genera-
tions.

If you drive anywhere in southern
Nevada today, you will see homes,
businesses, office buildings, and resorts
rising out of the desert and forming the
fastest growing communities in Amer-
ica. These are all testaments to the al-
lure of Nevada and the spirit of the
people who call it home. And on many
of those rising structures you will see
the Tiberti name. It is a testament to
a man who dedicated his life to helping
build his community.
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Tiberti Construction is one of the
most successful and thriving businesses
in the country. At this moment, hun-
dreds of students are pursuing higher
education at the University of Nevada
Las Vegas within walls and under roofs
built by Tiberti Construction. The men
and women of our military are training
to defend our country at Nellis Air
Force Base inside buildings erected by
J.A. Tiberti’s company.

J.A. Tiberti’s generosity and philan-
thropic efforts are well known and
talked about by all who knew him, but
never by Mr. Tiberti himself. His will-
ingness to donate to causes close to his
heart was matched by his reluctance to
speak of them or try to gain publicity
for himself. It is remarkable that a
man of such success and generosity was
also blessed with a humility that pre-
vented him from boasting of his accom-
plishments and contributions. I will
tell you, as a small example, that the
alumni center and engineering complex
at UNLV exist today because of J.A.
Tiberti.

His humble nature was inherited
from his parents, hardworking immi-
grants from Italy who lived and worked
in a coal mining camp. His father went
off to work in the mines at 2 a.m.,
checking for dangerous gasses that
could put the other workers’ lives in
danger.

When J.A. Tiberti began having suc-
cess in the construction business his
values never left him. An interviewer
once asked him how he had achieved
success early on and, instead of citing
business plans or wise investments,
J.A. Tiberti said it was honesty and
sincerity that laid the groundwork for
his business.

Two years ago, J.A. Tiberti was in-
ducted into the Nevada Business Hall
of Fame. He has served on too many
planning commissions, advisory
boards, finance committees, and pro-
fessional societies to name here, and
his commitment to community service
was recognized in 1987 when he was
named Most Distinguished Nevadan.

Today the Tiberti family is also
grounded in those values, and their
success reflects the hard work and gen-
erosity of their patriarch. J.A. Tiberti
leaves behind six children, 21 grand-
children, and six great-grandchildren.

I know they are proud to carry on the
Tiberti name and, through our sadness
over his passing, we Nevadans are
proud that he chose our state to raise
his family and to call home.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PAUL SCAPICCHIO

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I am
proud to join Massachusetts State Sen-
ate President Travaglini, Speaker of
the House of Representatives DiMasi,
Mayor Thomas Menino, the members
and staff of the Boston City Council in
celebrating the exemplary public serv-
ice performed by City Councilman Paul
Scapicchio over the last 8 years.

Paul’s time in office has been defined
by a sustained love for the people of
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East Boston, Charlestown, and the his-
toric North End. His constituents and
colleagues regard him as a friend, as
does everyone who gathered together
last night in Boston to mark this im-
portant milestone in Paul’s career. A
native of Boston’s North End, Paul has
always been involved in his commu-
nity. He spent much of his youth play-
ing and coaching in various sports, in-
cluding Babe Ruth baseball, youth
hockey, and basketball. After college,
it was natural that this connection to
his neighbors and their lives would lead
him to seek public office. As Council-
man, Paul focused on issues such as af-
fordable housing, improved public edu-
cation, and increased economic oppor-
tunities for all of Boston’s residents.
He proposed incentives for Boston driv-
ers to purchase hybrid vehicles,
reached out to the seniors of his dis-
trict by participating in Seniors Count,
and helped countless constituents ad-
dress the day-to-day problems that sur-
face throughout Boston’s neighbor-
hoods.

Mr. President, while a chapter of
Paul’s public service will come to a
close with his departure from the Bos-
ton City Council, I am thrilled that he
will continue to be part of Boston’s fu-
ture through his work at ML Strate-
gies. I extend to him my gratitude for
his service and my best wishes as he,
Kate, and their children move on to
these new challenges.®

————

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF
MARIA CECILIA ROSA: IN MEMO-
RIAM

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
rise to honor the memory of a dedi-
cated public servant, Sheriff Deputy
Maria Cecilia Rosa. Deputy Rosa spent
nearly 6 years with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department, pro-
viding the citizens of California with
safety and service. On the morning of
March 28, 2006, Deputy Rosa was shot
while in the city of Long Beach as she
prepared to leave for work at the In-
mate Reception Center in downtown
Los Angeles. She subsequently died
from her injuries.

Deputy Maria Rosa was well re-
spected by her peers and received nu-
merous outstanding evaluations by her
supervisors who described her as ‘‘a self
starter’” and an ‘‘outstanding Training
Officer.” Her attitude and performance
were always top rate, and she was al-
ways fair and courteous to everyone
with whom she came in contact. Many
describe her ‘‘wonderful sense of humor
with an electric smile.” Colleagues
note that she was affable, yet tough,
and approached even the most mun-
dane tasks with energy and enthu-
siasm.

Deputy Rosa is survived by her sister
Luz Maria Yanez and brothers Eduardo
and Maricelo Yanez. When she was not
on duty, Deputy Rosa loved to dance,
especially Salsa. She was extremely
caring and always available to a friend.
Deputy Maria Rosa served the State of
California with honor and distinction
and honorably fulfilled her oath as an
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officer of the law. Her contributions
and dedication to law enforcement are
greatly appreciated and will serve as a
shining example of her legacy.
Californians are grateful for Deputy
Rosa’s heroic service and the sacrifices
she made while serving the community
and protecting the people she loved.e

——
TRIBUTE TO RHONDA SMITH

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I
pay tribute to Rhonda Smith of Padu-
cah, KY, for being recognized as one of
Kentucky’s most generous volunteers.
I congratulate her for recently being
awarded the President’s Volunteer
Service Award by the Department of
Energy.

The President’s Volunteer Service
Award is issued by the President’s
Council on Service and Civic Participa-
tion on behalf of the President of the
United States to recognize the best in
American spirit and to encourage all
Americans to improve their commu-
nities through volunteer service and
civic participation. The award is given
to individuals, families, and groups
that have demonstrated outstanding
volunteer service and civic participa-
tion over the course of a 12-month pe-
riod.

Ms. Smith has served on the Paducah
Site-Specific Advisory Board since
2003, was elected chair in 2005, and will
begin serving her term later in 2006.
During her tenure on the board, she has
devoted over 100 hours of community
service to the advisory board by tire-
lessly providing help with DOR’s envi-
ronmental restoration and waste man-
agement activities at the Paducah site.

I now ask my fellow colleagues to
join me in thanking Ms. Smith for her
dedication and commitment to DOE
and Kentucky. In order for our society
to continue to advance in the right di-
rection, we must have volunteers like
Rhonda Smith in our communities and
in our lives. She is Kentucky at its fin-
est.®

———

RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY, SAN BERNARDINO
ON ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize California State
University, San Bernardino, CSUSB.
This academic year, the campus cele-
brates its 40th anniversary.

San Bernardino-Riverside State Col-
lege was founded in 1960 and was named
California State College at San
Bernardino when it opened on Sep-
tember 28, 1965. At that time, only 293
students were enrolled. In 1984, the
campus gained university status and
became California State TUniversity,
San Bernardino.

Today, CSUSB can look back on 40
years of growth as a successful univer-
sity that has graduated more than
55,000 students, with an enrollment of
over 16,400, with about 3,500 annual
graduates. Additionally, Cal State San
Bernardino boasts of 5 academic col-
leges, offering more than 70 degree and
certificate programs.
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